[Modification of the interphase death of thymocytes by using colcemid].
The pretreatment of thymocytes by colcemid (0.02 to 0.5 mu g/ml) induces a change in the plasma membrane state, registered by a pyrene fluorescent probe, and a decrease in the interphase cell death after 4 Gy X-irradiation. The authors discuss the role of the cell surface as a trigger initiating death program in irradiated lymphoid cells.